34           FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE
That day was not far off. Parthenope, who
had always been delicate, was ordered to take the
cure at Karlsbad in the summer, and it was
arranged that at the same rime Florence should
go to Kaiserwerth. Mrs. Nightingale was by no '
means resigned to a nursing career for her
younger daughter, but there had been so many
arguments, and Florence had been so persistent,
that she had come to see that peace was impossible
until the course under Pastor Fliedner had been
taken. A better opportunity could hardly be
expected- If Florence were to go to Kaiserwerth
while her family remained in England, people
would naturally ask where she had gone, and
Mrs. Nightingale shuddered at the thought of
having to meet such enquiries. If, on the other
hand, Mrs. Nightingale and Parthe were in
Germany at the same time as Florence was at
Kaiserwerthj no one would be suspicious of the
horrible truth. So at least Mrs. Nightingale
reasoned, but it did not turn out quite like that
Questions reached her about her younger daugh-
ter, and she was in a quandary how much to
disclose,
The knowledge of her mother's disapproval was
the only thing that seriously interfered with
Florence's pleasure at Kaiserwerth. This second
visit of three months did not wholly confirm her
first impression of the institution ; she found
several grave defects^ both in the organisation and
in the actual training^ but criticism was far from
her thoughts then. Her strongest feeling was a